
 
 

North Vancouver Youth Band Program 
Beginner Band 

The Beginning band program is offered to students in grades four or higher and to exceptional grade three students. 
It focuses on the development of the basic techniques needed for performance on wind and percussion instruments. 
After one year, most students are ready to enter the Junior Band. 
 

Junior Band 

Members of the Junior Band have had at least one year of instruction on their instrument and are familiar with basic 
rhythm patterns, basic time signatures and basic key signatures and can play at least a one-octave scale up and down. 
As they continue to develop ensemble skills, they are soon ready to play band repertoire at the grade 1 to 1.5 level. 
Although most students in this band are in grade five or six, the band sometimes includes older students with some 
band experience and those learning a second band instrument. Junior Band members are introduced to the skills of 
marching during the spring season.  
 

Intermediate Band 

Members of the Intermediate Band have studied their instrument for two to three years or are proficient on a primary 
instrument and wish to pursue a secondary instrument. Most students in this band are able to play several scales one 
to two octaves up and down, have knowledge of compound time signatures and key signatures with at least two flats 
or sharps. They are familiar with repeat signs, and dynamic and tempo markings. Most members of this group are in 
grade seven or higher although some younger students who made exceptional progress have been promoted to this 
level. This band plays a wide variety of traditional band music and participates in parades and concerts. 
 

Senior Band 

Members of the Senior Band are capable of playing challenging music and are able to play major, minor, and 
chromatic scales from two to three octaves up and down and can execute different styles of phrasing and 
articulation. They are familiar with complex time and key signatures and are able to play syncopation. Most 
participants in this band are in high school or beyond, or have played at least four to five years. The band plays 
traditional band literature as well as popular favourites. As the official band of the City and District of North 
Vancouver the band performs at civic ceremonies and parades. It regularly tours within the Province as well as 
nationally and internationally. 
 
Additional Features 
 
The North Vancouver Youth Band also offers marching, ensembles and bell choir.   
 
 
 

Senior Band Drum Major 
Job Description & Application

2006/2007 
 

 
 

Job Description – Revised September 2006 
 
 
The Drum Major is responsible for: 
 

• participating in all parades as scheduled (see attached tentative schedule) 
• instructing and leading senior band in all parades and marching practices 
• directing senior band on parade 
• acting as a positive role model at band functions 
• mentoring members in dress, deportment, performance and musicianship 
• accompanying senior band on tours at no cost 
• maintaining mace and hat. 

 
 
The Drum Major in consultation with the Senior Band Master is responsible for: 
 

• deciding marching music repertoire 
• deciding on marching formations used in parades and marching competitions 
• choosing uniform for band in parades 
• planning, organizing, and scheduling marching practices 
• reporting any discipline or attendance problems at marching practices/parades to bandmaster 
• selecting high steppers for marching season. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
Drum Major Application - Part I 

 
 

Application Deadline: September 28, 2006 
 

Return application forms to: 
 
Brown Box in Band Room, Highlands Elementary School, 3150 Colwood Ave, North Vancouver  
 

Or 
 
Submit via e-mail to:   info@nvyb.ca 

 
 
Last Name: _________________________  First Name: _________________________Band Level     B      J       I       S  

                                     
(circle one) 

Address: _______________________________________________  City: ________________________ 
 
Province: _____   Postal Code: _____________   Home Phone: ____________________  Work Phone: __________________ 
 
Cell Phone: ________________ Date of Birth: ___________________  Age: _____  Gender:    Male ____      Female ______ 
 
School / College: ______________________________  If  School, Grade in September: ______________________________   
  (circle one) 
                                                                                                            If College, Vocation: ______________________________ 
 
Are you in a school/college band?:  ______  For how long?  _________    Instrument(s): ______________________________ 
 
What other instruments do you play?: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Applicant E-Mail Address:  _____________________________________ Preferred Phone: ___________________________      
 
 

Background Information 
 
 
Please list all of your previous engagements as a Drum Major, Band Leader, Section Leader, Counsellor, etc (use back of form 
if necessary):   
 
Organization 1: _______________________________________  From (MM/YY):  _________     To (MM/YY):  _________ 
 
Reference Name:  _____________________________________   Contact Phone Number:  (_____)  _______ - ___________ 
 
Organization 2: _______________________________________  From (MM/YY):  _________     To (MM/YY):  _________ 
 
Reference Name:  _____________________________________   Contact Phone Number:  (_____)  _______ - ___________ 
 
Organization 3: _______________________________________  From (MM/YY):  _________     To (MM/YY):  _________ 
 
Reference Name:  _____________________________________   Contact Phone Number:  (_____)  _______ - ___________ 
 
 
__________________________________  ___________________________________ _______________ 
                         (Applicant Signature)     (Please Print Name)                  (Date) 

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY 



 

 
Drum Major Application - Part II 

 
(If you require more space for any of the following answers, please use the back of the form, or attach 
additional sheets) 
 
Please identify any other commitments that may prevent/interfere with you from 
performing the stated duties within this band year:  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Provide TWO examples of how you, in your role as a Drum Major or Section Leader, 
Counsellor, etc, have positively influenced an organization and/or an individual within 
that organization:  
 
1) ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2) ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please describe why you feel that you are the best candidate for the position: 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 

 
 

NORTH VANCOUVER YOUTH BAND 
 

2006/2007 EVENTS, REQUIRING THE SERVICES OF THE DRUM MAJOR 

 
The following dates have been  tentatively scheduled.  We will confirm dates as early as possible, and 
post any revisions on our website    http://www.nvyb.ca  
 

Event 
   
September 17 Mid day Terry Fox Run 
October 20-22 4:00 pm Band Camp at Camp Howdy meet bus at Highlands Band Room 
November 11 9:00 am - noon  Remembrance Day Performance (Memorial Park) and Parade (to Mahon 

Park) Performance Band 
November 19 11:30-2:30 pm Rogers Santa Claus Parade in downtown Vancouver, Performance Band 
May 24-27  Potential Performance Band Tour: Music Under the K, Keremeos, BC 
May 26 9:00 am - noon Lynn Valley Day Parade and performance, Lynn Valley Park, Mountain 

Highway 
June 2 9:00 am - noon West Vancouver Community Day Parade, Ambleside 
June 25 9:00 am - noon Blueridge Parade, Intermediate and Junior bands 
July 1 9:00 am - noon Canada Day Parade and Performance, Performance band 
July 13-20  Potential Performance Band Tour: Klondike Days, Edmonton AB 
   
   


